
Who are Lambeth Renters?

Lambeth Renters are a local group who are concerned about the

extortionate rates at which rent is rising in London and the lack of

regulation of private landlords. We advocate for private renters in

the Lambeth area by documenting poor property conditions and

other problems renters have, by raising awareness of rent

increases and charges made by letting agents,

and by pointing to the rights of private

tenants.

Our members are private tenants interested in ways of monitoring

and tackl ing these problems. We welcome al l to our monthly

meetings. We are affil iated with burgeoning private renter groups

across other London Boroughs including Southwark Tenants and

Digs (H ackney Renters) through the London Renters coal ition.

Contact us at:

lambethrenters.wordpress.com

lambethrenters@gmail .com

twitter: @lambethrenters

www.facebook.com/lambethrenters

Our members

consider security of tenure,

decent home standards and

affordable shelter for all as a basic

requirement for urban renters, and we are

campaigning for this.

Lambeth Renters

Tips for Private Renters
Rent Increases

Rent can only be increased with proper notice. Rent cannot be
increased by letter or by verbal communication. I t can be
increased if there is a clause in your contract about fixed rent
increases, or if you sign a new contract at a higher rent. I f you
think the rent is too high, you can apply to the Rent Assessment
Committee (RAC), who wil l decide whether the proposed rent is in
l ine with the market rate based on the levels recorded by the
Valuation Office Agency (see http://www.voa.gov.uk). I f you are
contesting a rent increase do not, in the meantime, pay the
additional rent.

H ackney Renters group Digs adds: “ Unfortunately, we have not
had rent control in the UK since 1 988, so rents are determined by
the market, not by qual ity or by average salaries. You should be
aware though that because the RAC only decides whether the
rent is in l ine with the market and market rents are so high, the
RAC may give you a higher rent than you already have!”

Further information

Links to more detailed information is on our website at:
lambethrenters.wordpress.com/handy-advice/

Other useful websites include:
Shelter: england.shelter.org.uk/get_advice/private_renting
Digs: hackneyrenters.org/



Most Common Problems for Renters

Deposits

When you give your deposit to your landlord, they must place it

within a deposit protection scheme within 30 days and give you

written notification of which scheme they have placed it in. To

prevent a dispute with your landlord, make an agreed inventory

l ist when you move in. This should include a l ist of al l items

including furniture and appliances. M ake sure that this is signed

by both parties. Take photos and notes of damage and repair

when you move in.

I f your landlord fails to protect your deposit or pay back the

deposit you can take them to a local county court and may get

compensation.

Agency Fees

Letting agents are one of the least regulated services. This means

that they can create charges for administration, joining fees,

inventory l ists, and drawing up contracts without these charges

being seen as unfair to the consumer. These types of additional

fees are il legal in Scotland.

The positive aspect of this is that letting agents do not have a

legal basis on which to support the charges they make, and

renters are within their right to refuse or chal lenge them. Some

letting agents charge for drawing up contracts, but very l ittle

labour is involved in preparing shorthold tenancy agreements

because they are based on easily available templates.

Repairs

Under an Assured Short hold Tenancy (the most common type of

private tenancy) your landlord has a legal obl igation to look after

these issues in a property:

1 ) structure

2) heating

3) sanitation

Take photos of any disrepair (when you move in and afterwards)

and date these photos. I f your landlord refuses to carry out repairs

you should contact them via letter or email (but be aware that

landlords can evict tenants quite easily, so it’s probably best to

keep the letter friendly initial ly) keeping a dated copy of the letter

for yourself. I f this doesn’t work, contact Lambeth Council ’s

private sector housing team who can put pressure on your

landlord to carry out repairs. You can contact them at

privatesectorhousing@lambeth.gov.uk or 0207 926 0406.

Evictions

While your landlord can give you

‘notice’ to leave, it is against the law

for the landlord to evict you without a

court order.

A court order can take up to six

months to implement after the point

at which you have been given notice.

You can legal ly remain in your home

until such time and it is i l legal for the

landlord to harass you.




